
Cycling Friendly Dunoon & Cowal 
Meeting Notes  
Thursday 3rd October 2019 
 

Present:  Stacey Holloway (Live Argyll); Dougie Fletcher; Ralph Jessop (Cycling UK); Shona Morris (Cycling UK) Ann Campbell (Dunoon Area Alliance/SURF). 

Apologies:  Claire Hallybone (Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme).  

Topic Discussion Action 
Introductions Ann welcomed everyone along to this networking meeting arranged by Dunoon Area Alliance.   

 
This networking group has been set up to support a shared conversation on the range of cycling-related assets here in 
Dunoon and Cowal; to help make connections between initiatives; and to consider any gaps and whether joint action 
could be developed to fill these. 
 
Josh Wood and Ralph Jessop of Cycling UK attended our second meeting and gave an in-depth presentation on their 
experience of getting the Inverclyde Bothy project up and running from Gourock.  It was agreed that further discussion 
would be valuable to consider how Dunoon and Cowal might link in to this type of development.  Ralph and Shona 
Morris, Cycling UK project Manager kindly joined our meeting by phone from Gourock, due to ferry disruption. 

 

New Updates Stacey Holloway, Live Argyll - Live Argyll is a libraries and leisure trust with a dedicated Sports Development Team.  
Stacey is Sports Development Worker with a remit to develop community provision and support funding applications.  
Stacey has responsibility for developing and supporting local Sports Hubs.  These Sports Hubs aim to bring together all 
sports and wellbeing related groups and support the provision of Safeguarding, First Aid and Data Protection courses.  
Each Hub is allocated a small budget and can set its own priorities for joint action. 

 

Potential for 
Dunoon 
Developments  - 
Linking to Cycling 
UK Bothy Projects 
and other 
developments 

This Cycling UK Bothy project is designed to provide inspiration, advice and help for walkers and cyclists. 
Shona outlined the funding streams used to support the Bothy Projects in Inverclyde and Ardrishaig.  The main source 
is Transport Scotland’s Smarter Choices Smarter Places fund with required match funding coming from a variety of 
sources, e.g. local authority; Scottish Canals; Health & Social Care Self-Management funds.  In-kind match funding can 
also be included, e.g. use of premises; volunteer input. 
 
The first step would be to show that there had been community consultation that showed an interest iin improving 
activity through walking and cycling.  Ann noted that a recent Making Places consultation conducted on outdoor 
activity spaces for Dunoon Area Alliance could provide some good evidence. Ann will circulate the report to anyone 
who would like a copy. 
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The Invercylde Bothy Project began as a pilot project to explore the feasibility of supporting walking and cycling 
activities.  The priority was to ensure that it avoided duplication or any clashes with existing groups and built links and 
positive relationships with community projects.  
 
Ralph outlined his interest in considering the wider picture across the Argyll area and beyond (e.g. Arran, Bute, 
Gairloch, the National Park, Oban, Faslane, etc.).  There is scope to develop an approach that considers the extended 
ferry network and how each community can link to others for the benefit of both local people and visitors.  A united 
approach will be crucial to long term sustainability and Cycling UK can work alongside key partners, such as Argyll & 
Bute Council and Live Argyll.  Ralph will be able to support the establishment of a network and consider area based 
developments from there.  Public buy in will be crucial.   There was a very definite interest in Dunoon & Cowal being 
engaged in this process and this Dunoon Area Alliance network can be used as a starting point for identifying an 
invitation list.  
 
Initiatives being developed on Bute have been seen as very positive and Dougie agreed to attend a meeting of Bute 
Community Cycling Group to make links and gather information.  Learning from there can help inform any action here. 
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Next Steps Stacey will be arranging a meeting to re-establish the Cowal Sports Hub in the near future.  Dunoon Area Alliance will 
help to promote this meeting through its networks.  Stacey, Ann and Dougie will meet up at that time to consider next 
steps for this group. 

Ann  
Dougie 

 


